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We are entirely sceptical as to the proposition
that "men have at all times quarrelled more
fiercely about phrases and formulas than even
about material interests" (p. 124). There has
been a certain amount of fighting in the world
about mere words, as idle as the faction fights
between Caravats and Shanavests, or Two-Year-
Olds and Three-Year-Olds in Ireland. But the
more carefully we look into human history, the
more apparent it becomes that underneath the
phrase or the formula there is usually a material
or a quasi-material, or a political, or a national, or
an ecclesiastical interest. Few quarrels now
seem so purely verbal as those which for several
centuries raged about the mysteries of the faith
in the Western and the Eastern Churches. Yet
these quarrels, apparently as frivolous as they
were ferocious, about the relations of mind and
matter, about the composition of the Trinity,
about the Divine nature, turned much less on
futile metaphysics than on the solid competition
for ecclesiastical power, or the conflict of rival
nationalities. The most transcendental heresy
or orthodoxy generally had business at the
bottom of it.